Track n Trail Gas Gas Sponsored - Round 4 Winter Series 

Turnworth Park March 11th 2007

Race Report by Mark Morris

Photo’s by Image Consortium.

Sunday March 11th saw one of the rarest sites this year that was witnessed by a full entry of 240 riders this year, yes the sun was out! As the bikes and riders arrived at the top of one Dorset’s highest point offering sweeping panoramic views of the county stretched out below, well what did you expect, herds of Wilder Beast sweeping majestically across the planes!!!! 
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David Biles grits his teeth as he tackles the big logs

The Venue, another first for Mike and crew, saw the Track and Trail massive just outside Shillingstone, North of Blandford and what a track - probably my favourite so far! The now famous Track and Trail hard and easy route choice saw the addition of an extreme hard route that asked the riders to combat a log climb that entertained the top riders. Track and Trail resident Lumber Jacks, Brett Archer and Mark Cornick plaid no part in the felling of the trees!
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Look no hands the at the top of the hard route

The course made prefect use of the natural land contours with the large wooded sections that were broken by flowing sweeping open racing, bomb holes, tree stumps and those tree roots - boy how tough were they?
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Carl Johnstone getting a front wheel slide on in the bomb hole 

The woods themselves kept you on your toes, well on the pegs at least with steep slippery descents, short sharp dashes, plenty of off camber action and two throttle winding rutty climbs that saw Track n Trail head honcho Mike go off line, hit an exposed stump and complete possibly the best over the bars crash witnessed by many of the spectators, who gave Mike 5.6 5.4 for artistic style and a 3.4 from the Russian judge,. Mike when will you learn??? 

(Any money you’ll edit that out!)
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Quick take it now, pleads the rider with image consortium 

With all the riders now on the line after the parade lap, the riders sensed that a good start would be paramount as many of the wooded sections meant single file traffic and no natural passing opportunities seemed apparent. Matt Ridgeway had to be hot favourite with Daryl Bolter only a spectator today.
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Bradley King through the hard route on the 07 Gas Gas which I thought looked very smart

As the flag dropped it was David Biles who claimed the first corner followed by Stuart Somerville and the young Matt in Third. Though after three hours, of this tough course, it was Matt Ridgeway who took all 30 points pushed very hard by Gary Baker in second place both on 10-laps, just behind the top two, although a lap down, Mark Cornick was breathing right down their necks.
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Paul Vincent in the thick of it 

In the Experts usual rocket starting Brad Armstrong, again sprinted off the line but struggled with the traffic through the woods leaving Gary McCoy to take the flag after 9-laps; Star Hill winner John Leigh was second just three seconds behind how close was that? In third Luke Stringer also on 9-laps a full thirteen minutes behind.

In the highly Competitive Experts Over 40 Greg Pascoe, again, took top spot after his Star Hill 1st on 9-laps; with Ian Proudfoot in second and Karl Ingafield back on board his favourite bike of choice, a stroker, in third also on 9-laps
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This meetings wheelie competitions was a dead heat 

The Clubman 4-Banger again saw Tom Pauley take all 30-points on 8-laps with Martin Perett in second and flying in third was Steve Bird, who improving on his Star Hill 5th place was just one minute behind.
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Far left 104 Andy Burgess just before he was hit and took a massive tank slapper 

In the Clubman Stroker Darren Hounsell, who must have the championship firmly tied up, again took top spot with an 8-lap over Star Hill 4th place finisher Neil Deakin; with Kevin Rumming also on 8-laps in 3rd.
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Graham Reid banking it over on his way to 6th place

By this stage the roots were like ice and the continual spin of some nearly 500 wheels each lap, only further exposed the underground labyrinth of the trees life support system that claimed so many.

In the Sportsman over 40’s Paul Corthorn took top honours and failed to get another lap under his belt by 7-seconds 2nd; Anthony Allen also on 7-laps with Barry Spencer improving on his Forge Hill 7th place with a 3rd.
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The KTM passing the new Housing Scheme development

In the Sportsman Stroker group it was Shaun Kersey a clear lap up on 7-lapper Lee White in 2nd and Kevin Pippard in 3rd also on 7-laps
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Lloyd Pope crossing the one of many adverse descents 

The Sportsman 4-banger Jason Humphries made it two straight wins on the bounce with 8-laps and just over a three minute lead from 2nd place Adam Quincey also on 8-laps; 3rd place Steve James on 7-laps

[image: image13.jpg]



Stephen Jenson taking the easier route choice

In the Trail Group Mark Lapham took all 30-points with 7-laps and a five minute lead over Ian Barrett in 2nd and David Thomas in 3rd also on 7-laps.

The next round and final round of the highly competitive Gas Gas Sponsored Winter Series at Kings Hill in Salisbury, which should provide yet another days excellent racing  

